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The

Apereo Foundation
An open source foundation serving education.

The Apereo Foundation is a New Jersey non-stock, non-profit
corporation, with members drawn from higher education on
four continents. Our mission? To help educational organizations
deliver their mission, by developing and sustaining open source
software. Open source software provides educational
institutions with choices in a marketplace otherwise dominated
by commercial-proprietary vendors. We play a major role in
keeping the market honest, and fostering innovation.
By becoming an Apereo Foundation member, you –

100% Open

• Ensure support for software you rely on. Your membership dues
work to ensure eﬀective licensing, IPR management practices,
infrastructure support, community coordination, outreach, and
more.
• Give your institution a say in the way Apereo is run, and how it sets
priorities. Your institution has a vote in elections for the Apereo
Foundation Board, which provides strategic leadership for the
foundation.
• Are able to access programs such as the Apereo Incubation
Program. Have a software project you believe meets a higher
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education need? Apereo is the place to find partners and learn from
others who've grown communities to sustain software.
• Become part of a community of peers - a global network of
educational institutions working together to address common
issues and solve common problems - with many opportunities to
participate.

Apereo is home to Community
Education is a niche often not
always served well by
commercial-proprietary
software vendors.

Sakai, a widely used learning environment
uPortal, which coherently presents campus services to students,
faculty - and any constituency you choose
CAS, enabling single sign-on to multiple services

It makes sense for educational
institutions to band together
and work collaboratively to
ensure that software meets
their needs. It also makes sense
for the resulting software to be
open – stimulating innovation
in support of more eﬀective
learning and teaching, together
with administrative eﬃciency.

Opencast, for lecture capture and media management

Apereo supports the creation of
self-sustaining software
communities in education. From
incubation to end of life,
the Apereo community shares
not only a set of frameworks
and services that help new
projects get oﬀ the ground, but
experience of many hundred of
institutions and individuals that
help them to fly.

Open Academic Environment, next generation services
supporting collaboration in education

Xerte, for authoring accessible interactive learning materials
Bedework, for higher education calendaring
UniTime, a course and exam scheduling solution
Student Success Plan, maximize student retention through
early intervention

Every year Apereo incubates new projects driven by demand
from higher education. Currently incubating projects include
EDExchange, a platform for secure transcript exchange, Karuta,
a next generation eportfolio solution. OpenLRS, Open
Dashboard and the Learning Analytics Processor projects form
key parts of the emerging Apereo Open Learning Analytics
Platform.
Discover more about Apereo by visiting www.apereo.org or
subscribe to our announcements and open discussion lists by
sending mail to announcements+subscribe@apereo.org and
open+subscribe@apereo.org

www.apereo.org
info@apereo.org
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Incubation:
Nurturing Innovation

Intellectual Property
The software stewarded by the
Apereo Foundation is made
available freely, under an open
source license, for the benefit of
the educational and broader
community.

An incubation process plays a significant part in the
formative stages of the path from innovation to
sustainability for a software project or community. It
supports a critical part of the software and community
lifecycle, bringing the experience of those who have
travelled the path before – successfully or unsuccessfully
– to bear for the benefit of the new project, and the
Apereo community as a whole. Some of the collective
experience the incubation process channels is relatively
hard-edged; the need for a consistent inbound and
outbound licensing regime, for instance. Other areas,
such as the development of sustaining communities

To ensure the Foundation is
capable of doing this legally, we
insist that all contributions – of
code, documentation or other
intellectual property - are
donated under appropriate
contributor agreements. These
agreements – signed by
individuals and the entities they
work for – guarantee that the
contributor has the right to
contribute, and that the
Foundation has the right to
make the contribution freely
available in perpetuity.
In addition to providing legal
safeguards, this eﬀectively
provides a single neutral entity
for educational institutions and
other organization to eﬀectively
vest the IP they create
collaboratively. Such a neutral
third party can often provide a
more eﬀective (and rapid)
means of resolving shared IP
issues among partnerships.
For further information contact
licensing@apereo.org

around software artefacts, reflect specific experiences in
specific contexts, and are far more diﬃcult to codify. This
is why incubation is, at core, concerned with scaﬀolding
a systematic mentoring process, rather than simply
laying down a set of "rules" to follow. The process is twoway: in addition to the benefits for the software or other
community in question, it should add to the collective
experience of the Apereo community as a whole in
clearly understood and documented ways wherever
possible.
The experience Apereo marshals and seeks to extend
represents the needs of education internationally, and in
particular represents a range of experiences within
education; teacher, researcher, software developer,
learning technologist or those engaged in institutional
management or leadership.
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Resources
Our website, www.apereo.org has more information
about Apereo. There you can discover our core values,
our mission, and little about our history.
Our governance is open and transparent. If you’d like to
know more about how Apereo works, check out
https://www.apereo.org/governance

Follow us on Twitter - @ApereoOrg
https://twitter.com/apereoorg

And on Facebook as
https://www.facebook.com/apereo

Many of our events are live streamed, and the content
uploaded to YouTube. Our Youtube channel is at
https://www.youtube.com/user/apereo

Apereo works closely with our sister organization in
France, ESUP-Portail. The ESUP-Portail website is here
https://www.esup-portail.org/

We have national or regional groups in Japan, South
Africa, across Europe, and in Spain and the Netherlands.
Check our web site for further details.
If you have any further enquiries, email us at

info@apereo.org
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